
Tony Mann, Superintendent   

412 S. Sweigle Avenue  
P.O. Box 188  
Molalla, Oregon 97038  
503-829-2359  

September 17, 2020


Dear MRSD Families,


I know we are all united in thanking our local, state and federal fire fighting 
professionals and other first responders for all of their hard work and dedication in 
managing the wildfire emergency.  We are also praying for families that may have lost 
homes, and we know many have clean up activities ahead in the coming days.  


Molalla is a community that perseveres, and we will overcome these challenges! 


Yesterday, the City of Molalla and much of the surrounding area was reduced to Level 1 
evacuation status.  At this time, I believe we are on track to re-launch the beginning of 
school, and I would like to officially re-welcome you to the 2020-2021 school year, 
announcing the start of school activity on Monday, September 21st.  


For our middle and high school students this means a first full day of scheduled 
classes on 9/21.  For our elementary school students and families, this means 
rescheduled individual student and family orientation conferences with virtual 
classroom instruction beginning once teachers have met with each student, Please 
look for communication tomorrow from your principal with additional details. 


Please know, we understand some families are still in a state of flux.  If you have any 
concerns about your student’s ability to begin school per the schedule communicated 
by your student’s school principal, please reach out directly to your child’s teacher or 
school principal.  Any student who can’t yet engage with school because of ongoing 
challenges related to wildfires will be fully supported when the time comes that they are 
ready to join. Finally, although we are optimistic about current fire mitigation, please be 
aware that level 1 means that we must “Be Ready” for potential evacuation should 
circumstances change.


Finally, we shared several resources with you in last week’s message.  I have included 
several below as they may still be helpful.  Please continue to take care of yourselves 
and one another.  Here’s to a much better year looking forward!


Sincerely,



Tony Mann, Superintendent   

412 S. Sweigle Avenue  
P.O. Box 188  
Molalla, Oregon 97038  
503-829-2359  

Wildfire Family and Community Resources 

 
MRSD Family Resource Help Line 

The District has setup a Family Resource Help Line to provide assistance and 
resources to our families and students during this difficult time.  You can reach the help 
line at (971) 599-6978.  We are here to provide families:

	 a way to stay connected to school, 

	 an avenue to talk to an educator in English or Spanish, 

	 a way to get help and support families in navigating support resources, 

	 a place to route questions about school during the recovery phase


The Help Line is available beginning today, 9/11 and will remain open through Friday, 
9/25.  Hours of Operation are 8:00am- 4:00pm, and we have school district 
representatives available to assist in both English and Spanish.


Caring for your Mental/Emotional Health During a Time of Crisis

SAMSHA Disaster Distress Helpline 1-800-985-5990, is dedicated to providing 
immediate crisis counseling for people who are experiencing emotional distress related 
to any natural or human-caused disaster. This toll-free, multilingual, and confidential 
crisis support service is available to all residents in the United States and its territories. 
Stress, anxiety, and other depression-like symptoms are common reactions after a 
disaster. Folks can also text TalkWithUs to 66746 to connect with a trained crisis 
counselor.  Spanish-speakers can call the hotline and press “2” for 24/7 bilingual 
support.

Helping Children after a Wildfire: Tips for Parents and Teachers 

The National Association for School Psychologists (NASP) has published a fantastic 
resource on how to support children after a wildfire.  You can read the entire article 

here. 

https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources-and-podcasts/school-climate-safety-and-crisis/natural-disaster-resources/helping-children-after-a-wildfire-tips-for-parents-and-teachers

